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And he never laid an eye on any of
them.

Degas' fame was due to his paintings.
His sculptures were all done in wax,
studies for his paintings.

He showed only one sculpture in his
lifetime, "Little Dancer, Aged Fourteen,"
and that was a wax figurine with real
hair tied back in a green satin bow, a
tutu and bodice made of fabric.

Her head was thrown back in a haughty
pose, her young belly protruding, hands
behind her back.

Degas displayed it at the 1881
Impressionist exhibition in Paris. It
caused an uproar. The body offended,
the look was off-putting, the mixed-
media approach was just not done. It
was branded "vulgar" and "low."

And it moved his contemporary, the
artist Pierre-Auguste Renoir, to call
Degas "the greatest living sculptor.”

are included in that price. Call
1-602-257-1222 for more
information.
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Degas never again showed a sculpture nor ever had them bronzed.

"He had no intention of having them cast," said art historian Julie Anne

Plax of the University of Arizona School of Art.

"They were small, working models."

After Degas' death in 1917, his studio was found stuffed with 150 wax

and modeling-clay sculptures. Some were incomplete, others broken and
in such disrepair that they were destroyed.

His family authorized 73 of the works to be cast in bronze in limited

editions.

There were squabbles and mysteries surrounding the castings, and

many unauthorized sculptures are thought to have been cast. But four

complete sets of the bronzes are believed to exist.
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One of those sets, on loan from the Museu de Arte de Séo Paulo, Brazil,
is at the Phoenix Art Museum. "Degas in Bronze," a rare opportunity to
view a complete set, continues through May 30.

It's a glimpse into how the great artist worked, said Plax.

"When you look at those private, working models, it's a way of seeing
how an artist thinks."

Degas' fascination with the world of dance is recorded in his paintings, as
well as his sculptures.

He attended the ballet regularly, went backstage, watched rehearsals
and hired dancers to work as his models.

He also lost himself in horses and visited friends with horse farms often.

"His interest was in trying to capture the posturing, the motions of the

human body or horses," said Jim Ballinger, director of the Phoenix Art
Museum. "The whole idea of motion was in the air then. People were

trying to figure out how to capture motion."

Degas would bring models to his studio to watch them move and record
what he saw.

"He would hire models, and instead of posing them he would say ‘take

off your clothes and walk around, go take a bath," " Plax said.

"Rather than depicting a goddess, he turned to real life and real-life
subjects and depicted them in moments of repose, rather than pose."”

That led to one of the reasons his "Little Dancer" sculpture received such
a shocking reaction.

"Sculpture had traditionally been associated with the ideal," explained
Plax. "The thought was that art should be beautiful and transcendent, not
something ordinary."

His approach made him one of the first Modernist sculptors, said
Ballinger.

"You want to put him in the proper context,"” said Ballinger. "He was
interested in movement, not detail. These guys (the Impressionists) were
interested in a much more fast-moving world. They were trying to capture
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the verve of a vital urban world."

"Little Dancer, Aged Fourteen" is about 39 inches tall. The hair is no
longer real - it's bronzed and tied in a yellow ribbon. The tutu is still
fabric, though the bodice, textured to look real, is bronzed.

It's the one not to miss in the show, said Ballinger. "This one piece is so
spectacular, you have to celebrate it."

It isn't the only work that demands attention.

At one end of the gallery is "The Tub." A woman sits in a shallow tub,
bathing herself. Her left leg is over her right, and she is reaching down
washing the foot with a sponge. Her hair spills over the back of the tub.
It's such a private moment you feel you should advert your eyes.

Nearby is "Horse in Motion," a stunning sculpture of a horse balking, its
back legs splayed. The instinct is to step out of his way to avoid the
commotion.

In the center of the gallery is a series of sculptures, a sort of time lapse
of dancers going deeper and deeper into an arabesque position. It's like
watching a motion picture.

In another part of the gallery is "Woman Arranging Her Hair." The nude
has her long hair in her hands, pulling it to one side. It's a moment that
smacks of reality.

In these and all the works on display, there's a sense of immediacy, as
well as a sense that you are peeking in on something intimate and
accurate.

While details may be missing on some of the sculptures, a limb lost here,
a face never sculpted there, Degas' pursuit of perfection and
commitment to capturing what is real, rather than what is imagined, is
clear.

Would he be pleased? If he never attempted to bronze any of his
sculptures (though evidence exists that he at least contemplated it)
should the works be shown now?

Absolutely, said Plax.

"There's no control over the work unless there's some kind of stipulation,"
she said. Degas left no such stipulation when he died in 1917.
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"Once the art leaves its home, the artist's intentions don't really matter
that much. It's like a child that goes out into the world."

These works, said Ballinger, are what they would have been had Degas
himself had them cast. And they are essential tools to seeing the the
sculptor's intentions.

"When he died, his heirs decided the only way to save the sculptures
was to cast them," he said. "There was no change from what Degas had
done in wax. It's a great way of understanding his works."

° Contact Kathleen Allen at allkat@azstarnet.com or 573-4128.

« back

= Email this Story | = Printer friendly version | « Write a letter to the Editor

News - Sports - Entertainment - Health - Travel - Features - Tech - Business -
Classifieds - Funeral Notices

StarNet's privacy policy

All content copyright © 1999-2004 AzStarNet, Arizona Daily Star and its wire
services and suppliers and may not be republished without permission. All rights
reserved. Any copying, redistribution, or retransmission of any of the contents of

this service without the expressed written consent of Arizona Daily Star or
AzStarNet is prohibited.

http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/rel atedarticles/12813.php (5 of 5)8/11/2004 8:49:30 AM


javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/email.php?id=12813','emailpage','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=478,height=400'));%20x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/printSN/12813.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/lettertoeditor.php?id=12813','emailed','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=478,height=400'));%20x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/sports
http://www.azstarnet.com/entertainment
http://www.azstarnet.com/health
http://www.azstarnet.com/destinations
http://www.azstarnet.com/features
http://www.azstarnet.com/startech
http://www.azstarnet.com/business
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?action=show_obits&page=0
http://www.azstarnet.com/contact/privacy.html
http://banners.tucson.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.azstarnet.com/specialfeatures/9084/x31/default/empty.gif/34323134343164383431316136363830

Degas bronzes invite awe | www.azstarnet.com ®

ADWERTISEMEMT
Sarving Tucsoen over 50 Years 51085 =
Musselman Honda o ]
My 230 W Szonn Ave, = Tucson, AZ 85705 - e
‘-._; [370) B22-TABY + worm mibc- biiddi, £6m R L G' t I'
B Y|

s e W right. e T e e PEEITRRARTE FIRET

tucson weather:

View Forecast
Hear KGUN9 Forecast
THE ORMLIME SERWICE OF THE ARIZORKA DAILY = 5

HOME - ENTERTAINMENT - HEALTH - FEATURES - BUSINESS - EVENT CALENDAR - SPORTS -
UA SPORTS - SITEMAP

subscribe to the Arizona Daily Star - manage your Star subscription - classifieds - jobs - autos -
real estate - obituaries

Tucson, Arizona

Avizoma Daily Star™ Visit other
=i RET A= « back to stor i1 RealCities sites
— .-q-.- - -
taamnnse - Degas bronzes invite awe Special Content:
[ S PSP P P —— -
- StarNet Store
= 8 esde Photos courtesy of Phoenix Art Museum - Fantasy Sports
mu "Little Dancer, Aged Fourteen" is one of 73 - Sports and Event
=i 'Pj L 1l ) bronzes on loan from the Museu de Arte de Séo Tickets
i T Paulo, Brazil -
F e - Salary & Cost of
s living calculators
) 1 .
e S SR Pets 911
Download PDF - Earth 911

- All Headlines
- Mobile Edition

- Elections 2004

- Front Page StarNet news
) ; partners:
Tucson Region 4b enlarge image
- Neighbors tucson.com
- Arizona / West Photos courtesy of Arizona Daily Star
. Nation Phoenix Art Museum azhighschoolsports.com
] "Horse Galloping and aznightbuzz.com
- Washington Jockey,” from a .
- World complete set of EU paci0fanatic.com
bronzes (only four
- Sports such sets are known &Y kvoa.com
) N to exist) at the
Opinion Phoenix Art Museum. KGUMN S .COM
- Business [y j [ -
- Accent @zfamily:com
]
WEEKLY B
SECTIONS: oo!
ap enlarge image :
- Food
- Northwest
- Caliente

http://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/snmedia/12813 (1 of 3)8/11/2004 8:49:52 AM


http://banners.tucson.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.azstarnet.com/index/11319/Top/468musselman/1068288.jpg/34323134343164383431316136363830
http://www.azstarnet.com/hw3/hw.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/flashweather/index.php?id=1000','results','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=525,height=450')); x.focus();
http://www.azstarnet.com/hw3/hw.php
http://www.azstarnet.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/entertainment
http://www.azstarnet.com/health
http://www.azstarnet.com/features
http://www.azstarnet.com/business
http://www.dailystarcalendar.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/sports
http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/wildcats
http://www.azstarnet.com/sitemap
https://secure.tucson.com/ezaccess/subscribe_star.php?site_name=star
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/index.php?site_name=star
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://tucson.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.tucson.com/autos/index.php?site_name=starnet
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?action=show_section&template_id=6&site_name=starnet
http://classified.tucson.com/index.php?action=show_obits&page=0
http://www.azstarnet.com/viewpdf.php?date=2004-08-11
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/allheadlines/wed.html
http://mobile.azstarnet.com/
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/dailystar/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/metro/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/neighbors/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/news/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/sports/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/opinion/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/business/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/accent/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/food/wed.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/northwest/thu.html
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/caliente/fri.html
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/viewphoto.php?src=http://www.azstarnet.com/ss/2004/03/07/l12813-1.jpg','image','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=403,height=640'));%20x.focus();
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/viewphoto.php?src=http://www.azstarnet.com/ss/2004/03/07/l12813-1.jpg','image','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=403,height=640'));%20x.focus();
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/viewphoto.php?src=http://www.azstarnet.com/ss/2004/03/07/l12813-2.jpg','image','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=640,height=476'));%20x.focus();
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.azstarnet.com/viewphoto.php?src=http://www.azstarnet.com/ss/2004/03/07/l12813-2.jpg','image','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=yes,width=640,height=476'));%20x.focus();
http://www.realcities.com/
http://www.cafeshops.com/azstarnet
http://www.azstarnet.com/fantasy
http://azstarnet.razorgator.com/
http://azstarnet.razorgator.com/
http://azstarnet.salary.com/
http://azstarnet.salary.com/
http://www.azstarnet.com/pets911/
http://www.azstarnet.com/earth911/
http://www.azstarnet.com/sn/vote_2004/
http://www.tucson.com/front/news/star
http://www.dailystar.com/
http://www.azhighschoolsports.com/
http://www.aznightbuzz.com/
http://www.pac10fanatic.com/
http://www.kvoa.com/
http://www.kgun9.com/
http://www.fox11az.com/
http://www.azfamily.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3082013/
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=index2&cid=397&/
http://www.elimparcial.com/

Degas bronzes invite awe | www.azstarnet.com ®

- Home
- Travel

SEARCH:
O7 day

O star Archive

O Classifieds

Search

STARNET
SECTIONS:

- Site Map

- Home

- Entertainment
- Health

- Features

- Business

- Event Calendar
- Sports

- UA Sports

SPECIAL
SECTIONS:

- America at War

- Border news
- Destinations
- Education

- Elections

- 110 Degrees
- Local columnists

- Mapping the
news

- Mideast
- Pets
- Spring training

- Sidewinders

- Star 200

- Tech news

- Transportation

- UA Sports

qp enlarge image

qp enlarge image

"Woman Rubbing Her Back With a Sponge,"
modeled around 1890.

Like the other sculptures, "Dancer Fourth
Position Front" was not cast in bronze until after
Degas' death in 1917. Originals were wax or
modeling clay.

Spanish Dance and 72 other Degas sculptures
will be on view in Phoenix through May 30.
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"Dancer at Rest, Hands Behind Her Back, Right
Leg Forward" is thought to have been modeled
sometime in the 1880s.
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